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Challeng� for the new nation
At the hour of midnight on 14-15 August 1947, India attained independence. 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of free India, addressed a special session of 
the Constituent Assembly that night. This was the famous ‘tryst with destiny’ speech 
that you are familiar with. 

This was the moment Indians had been waiting for.  You have read in your history 
textbooks that there were many voices in our national movement. But there were 
two goals almost everyone agreed upon: one, that after Independence, we shall run 
our country through democratic government; and two, that the government will be 
run for the good of all, particularly the poor and the socially disadvantaged groups. 
Now that the country was independent, the time had come to realise the promise of 
freedom.

This was not going to be easy. India was born in very difficult circumstances. 
Perhaps no other country by then was born in a situation more difficult than that of 
India in 1947. Freedom came with the partition of the country. The year 1947 was a 
year of unprecedented violence and trauma of displacement. It was in this situation 
that independent India started on its journey to achieve several objectives. Yet the 
turmoil that accompanied independence did not make our leaders lose sight of the 
multiple challenges that faced the new nation. 
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 Tomo� ow we shall be 
 ee  om the slavery �  the 
British domination. But 
at midnight India will be 
partitioned. Tomo� ow will 
thus be a day �  rejoicing as 
well as �  mourning.
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Partition: displacement and rehabilitation
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Mahatma Gandhi’s sacrifi ce
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Integration �  Princely Stat� 
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 We are at a momentous 
stage in the hist ory �  India. 
By common endeavour, we 
can raise the country to 
new greatn�  , � ile lack 
�  unity will � pose us to 
un� pe� ed calamiti� . I 
hope the Indian Stat�  will 
realise fully that if we do 
n�  cooperate and work 
tog� her in the general 
inter� t, anarchy and chaos 
will overwhelm us all, great 
and small, and lead us to 
t� al ruin...
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Reorganisation �  Stat� 








  
          




   
          
        
    


       
       


 
           








         




         
        







                  ..if lingusitic 
provinc�  are formed, it 
will also give a � llip to 
the regional languag� . It 
would be absurd to make 
Hindustani the medium 
�  instruction in all the 
regions and it is still more 
absurd to use English for 
this purpose.
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