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Region and the Nation
1980s may be seen as a period of rising regional aspirations for 
autonomy, often outside the framework of the Indian Union.  These 
movements frequently involved armed assertions by the people, 
their repression by the government, and a collapse of the political 
and electoral processes.  It is also not surprising that most of these 
struggles were long drawn and concluded in negotiated settlements 
or accords between the central government and the groups leading 
the movement for autonomy. The accords were reached after a 
process of dialogue that aimed to settle contentious issues within the 
constitutional framework.  Yet the journey to the accord was always 
tumultuous and often violent. 

Indian approach

In studying the Indian Constitution and the process of nation-building 
we have repeatedly come across one basic principle of the Indian 
approach to diversity – the Indian nation shall not deny the rights of 
different regions and linguistic groups to retain their own culture. We 
decided to live a united social life without losing the distinctiveness 
of the numerous cultures that constituted it.  Indian nationalism 
sought to balance the principles of unity and diversity. The nation 
would not mean the negation of the region. In this sense the Indian 
approach was very different from the one adopted in many European 
countries where they saw cultural diversity as a threat to the nation.

India adopted a democratic approach to the question of diversity. 
Democracy allows the political expressions of regional aspirations 
and does not look upon them as anti-national. 
Besides, democratic politics allows parties and groups 
to address the people on the basis of their regional 
identity, aspiration and specific regional problems. 
Thus, in the course of democratic politics, regional 
aspirations get strengthened. At the same time, 
democratic politics also means that regional issues 
and problems will receive adequate attention and 
accommodation in the policy making process.  

Such an arrangement may sometimes lead to 
tensions and problems. Sometimes, the concern for 
national unity may overshadow the regional needs 

Does it mean 
that regionalism is 
not as dangerous as 

communalism? Or may 
be, not dangerous at 

all?
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Jammu and Kashmir
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                   � e Kashmiris 
were convinced now at 
the s� ond d� hronement 
�  their ele� ed leader [in 
1984] that India would 
never permit them to rule 
themselv� .
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                 � ere is also 
evidence to show that on 
31-10-84 either me� ings 
were held or persons � o 
could organise a� acks 
were contacted and 
were given instructions 
to kill Sikhs and lo�  
their hous�  and shops. 
� e a� acks were made 
in a  stematic manner 
and without much fear 
�  the police, almost 
su� � ting that th�  were 
�  ured that th�  would 
n�  be harmed � ile 
commi� ing those acts or 
even a� er.
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           I have 
no h� itation in 
apologising n�  only to 
the Sikh community 
but the � ole Indian 
nation b  ause � at 
took place in 1984 is 
the negation �  the 
concept �  nationhood 
and � at is enshrined 
in our Constitution.  
So, I am n�  standing 
on any false pr� tige.  
On behalf �  our 
Government, on behalf 
�  the entire people �  
this country, I bow my 
head in shame that 
such thing took place.  
But, Sir, there are ebbs, 
there are tid�  in the 
aff airs �  nations.   ̄ e 
past is with us.  We 
cann�  rewrite the 
past.  But as human 
beings, we have the 
willpower and we have 
the ability to write 
b¶  er future for all 
�  us.
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Accommodation and National Integration
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